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Summary :

Synada was a Phrygian city probably founded around the late 4t century BC. It was situated in a strategic position along a major
route. In the Early Byzantine period the city was included in the province of Phrygia Salutaris. However, in the Middle Byzantine

period the city was incorporated into the theme of Anatolikon. The Byzantine dominion ended when the Byzantines were heavily
defeated by the Seljuks in the battle of Manzikert in AD 1071.

Other Names

Synnada, Suhut, Cifut Kasaba

Geographical Location

central AsiaMinor, modern central-western Turkey
Historical Region

Phrygia

Administrative Dependence

province of Phrygiall or Phrygia Salutaris, theme of Anatolikon

1. Geography — Road Network

Synada was a Phrygian city. It isidentified with the modern city of Suhut, at the western end of a well-irrigated plain. The city is within
26 km to the south of Akroinon (modern Afyonkarahisar) along a major route. Roads connected the city to the north with
Prymnessos, Akroinon and, at least in the Roman period, Dokimion, while to the south and west roads led to Apamea Kibotus and
Attalela.

2. Foundation — Ancient History

Synada was known already from the late 4™ century. According to tradition, the city was founded by Akamas, who wandered in
Phrygia on hisway back from the Trojan War.! Possibly in the Hellenistic period Macedonian colonists settled in the area.? In the
Roman years the of the province of Asiawas based in the city, which minted its own coins, although it is
described as a small town.*

3. Byzantine Synada

In the Byzantine period Synada was a key strategic position. Around the mid-4th century the city was ecclesiastically and politically
incorporated into the province of Phrygiall or Phrygia Salutaris. Synada s reported by of Hierocles as acity of Phrygia
Salutaris.? In the Middle Byzantine period the city was under the theme of Anatolikon. About 800 Arabs who escaped death and

captivity after their heavy defeat by the Byzantinesin Akroinon found shelter in Synada in 740. The city came permanently under the
Seljuks when the Byzantines were shattered in the battle of Mantzikert in 1071.

4. Society

Synada had a remarkable Jewish community evidenced already from the mid-9t" century. The Jews of Synada maintained their own
Synagogue in the city. The most known member of the Synada Jewish community was Constantine the Jew (9th century).” Synada
was the hirthplace of the distinguished Byzantine families of Synadenos® and Botaneiates.®
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5. Economy

Between the 1tand the 3" ¢. Synada had workshops extracting and processing marble at the imperial quarries of Dokimion (40 km
N-NE of Synada). It seems that in the Early Byzantine period the management of the quarries of Dokimion was no longer based
there.19 Marble processing in the wider area of Synada continued throughout the Byzantine years.1? The product was promoted
through the road system of the area, which connected Synada to the north with Prymnessos, Akroinon and, at least in the Roman
period, Dokimion, while to the south and west roads led to Apamea Kibotus and Attaleia

Olive trees were cultivated in Synada already from the Roman years.12 Significant evidence concerning the economy of the city in the
Byzantine period, particularly in the 10t century, is provided by the letters of the metropolitan of the city, Leo of Synada describing
the infertile land of the area and barley production. According to the same source, because of the lack of basic products —the area did
not produce any oil, wine or wheat— the citizens of Synada had to import goods from the theme of Thrakesion and Attaleia.’® But
livestock farming thrived in the city.

6. Monuments

The hill with the acropolis and the settlement of Synada is situated to the west of the modern city and to the east of Kumalar Suyu. The
Roman-Byzantine necropolis of the settlement is within 1.5 km to the south of Suhut, at the foot of arocky hill. A possibly medieva
castle has aso been traced, while in the city of Suhut and the wider area a large number of Roman and early-middle Byzantine
inscriptions as well as architectural remains have been found. Inscriptions and architectural remains have aso been found in various
positions near the city of Suhut.

The most important find of Synadais a part of arichly decorated and inscribed epistyle of an iconostasis, today exhibited at the
museum of Afyon; it was found among the ruins of a Christian church in the area of Suhut. Moreover, a part of another epistyle dated
t0 1063/1064 has also survived and bears an inscription with the name of a certain martyr called John.
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In the Roman provinces, the term referred to the meetings of the provincials in places appointed by the pragtor or the proconsul of the
province for the purpose of administering justice. In order to facilitate the procedure, the province was divided into districts or circuits called
conventus, forum or jurisdictio. The Roman citizens living in a province under the jurisdiction of the proconsul, and accordingly had to settle
any business at a conventus had to appear there.

Synekdemos of Hierokles

A geographical text book composed alittle before 535 by Hierokles the Grammarian. It constitutes alist of 64 provinces and 923 (originally 935) cities
of the Empire, being the most important source for the administrative and political geography of the Byzantine Empire prior to the Arabraids. It is
assumed to have been based on state documents, and presents the political, administrative, and, to an extent, the ecclesiastical geography from mid-
5th c. However, it contains additions from the age of Justinian |, while some of its evidence is still under discussion. Constantine VI
Porphyrogennetos used it as amajor source, along with Stephen of Byzantium, for the composition of the work “De thematibus”. This most important
work of Hierokles was published by G. Parthey (Hieroclis Synecdemus, Berlin, 1866), and A. Burckhardt (Hieroclis Synecdemus, Leipzig, 1893). The last
and most authoritative edition is E. Honigmann (ed.), Le Synekdémos d'Hiéroklés et |'opuscul e géographique de Georges de Chypre (Brussels 1939).

Sources
Theophanis Chronographia, de Boor, C. (ed.), vol. 1 (Lipsiae 1883).

Epistoliers byzantins du Xe siécle, Darrouzes, J.(ed.), (Paris 1960).
Strabo, The Geography of Strabo, Jones, H.L.(ed.), vol. 5 (s.l. 1928; repr. London, Cambridge Mass. 1969).
Pliny, Natural History, V, Rackham H. (ed.), vol. 2 (s.I. 1942; repr. Cambridge Mass., London 1969).

Stephanos Byzantinii [ie. Stephani Byzantii], Stephani Byzantinii Ethicorum quae supersunt, Meineke, A. (ed.), (Berlin 1849; repr. Chicago,
Illinois 1992).

Le Synekdemos d’Hiéroklés et I’opuscule géographique de Georges de Chypre, Honigmann, E. (ed.), (Bruxelles 1939).

Quotations
a) The conventus of Synada in the Roman years

“Alter conventus a Synnade accepit nomen; conveniunt Lycaones, Appiani, Corpeni, Dorylaei, Midaei, Iulienses et reliqui ignobiles
populi XV”

Pliny, Natural History, ed. Rackham, H., vol. 2 (s.I. 1942; repr. Cambridge Mass., London 1969), ch. V, p. 105.
b) Synada and the quarry of Dokimion

“Ymep d¢ g EMKTTOU IROG VOTOV €0Tiv 1] peyaAn Dovyia, Aeimovoa €v agtoteoa v Ieoowovvta kat ta epl Opradorovs Katl
Avkaoviav, év defia d¢ Matovag kat Avdolg kai Kagag: v 1jv éotwv te ITapetog Aeyopévn Povyia kal 1) meog ITiodiav kat ta
miepl Apogiov kai Evpévelav kai Zovvada, eita Amtapeta 1) Kiwtog Aeyouévn kat Aaodikela, aimeg elol péyLoTal TV Kati Ty
Povylav mMOAewv: meQikeLTaL dE TAVTALG MOAlOCHATA KAL ... ... Ad¢oodioag, Kodoooal, Oepiodviov, Zavaog, MntoomoAig,
AmoAAdwviac: €L dé anwtéow tovtwy ITéAtal, TaBat, Evkagmia, AVOLAG ... ... ZOvvada O €0Tiv 00 pHeYAAN MOALG: TTEOKELTAL D VTG
eAaudputov mediov Goov EENkovta otadiwy: émékeva O é0Ti AoKLpia KOUN, kKol 10 Aatdpov Zuvvadikod AlBov (oUtw pév
Pwpaiot kaAovowy, ol &' émixwotot Aokiuitny Kol AokiLpuaiov), Kat aQxag pév pikQoLs BwAoug EkdOOVTOG ToD petdAAoL, dux dE TNV
vuvi moAvtéAetav twv Pwpaiowv kioveg éEatgovvtat povoAtBot peyaAor, mAnoklovtes @ alaBaoctoity AlBw kata v mokiAiav:
WOoTE, KalmeQ MOAANG 00oNG TG &To BdAatTay dywyngs TV TNAKOVTWV GoQTiwy, OUws kal kloves kal at mTAAkeg eig Popunv
kop(Covtat Bavpaotatl kata 1o péyefog kat KaAAog.”

Strabo, The Geography of Strabo, ed. Jones, H.L., vol. 5 (s.l. 1928; repr. London, Cambridge Mass. 1969), XII, 8, 13-14.

c¢) The mythical hero Akamas founds Synada, as described by Stephanus Byzantius in the Early Byzantine period



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIEMOY
Authoring : ,
Translation :
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/|.aspx?id=10326>

“Lovvada, moAg Povuyiag: ... kat AoKIpELX KWUT EMEKEVA AVTAG...- 0L D" Emixwotot Aoktpity kat Aoktpaiav-\. Aéyovot de
Axapavta peta ta Towika amontAavn0évta éABety eic Povyiav kal kataAaBelv TOALOQKOVUEVOV TOV TOV TOTWV dUVAOTNV Kal
Bondnoavta adte AaBelv Xwoav kal Ktioat TOALV: cuvadgoioavta dé ToOAAOVS ok ToQag TV &To TG EAAGdOoc Makeddvwv
Kkata v Aciav, TO HEV TEAOTOV avTNV ATO THS OLVAYWYNS KAl CLVOLKNOEWS LUVVALX TQOTXYOVQEOAL, LLETA D€ TADTAL
naeePOagUévws VO TV MANOTLOXWEWV LVvvada kANORvat. O moAitng Zuvvadevs. O0Ttw yag kal ATo To0 magovtog Aéyetal”

Stephanos Byzantinii [ie. Stephani Byzantii] Stephani Byzantinii Ethicorum quae supersunt, ed. Meineke, A. (Berlin 1849; repr. Chicago,
Illinois 1992), p. 592, lines 3-13.

d) The Arabs are defeated by the Byzantines at Akroinon and rally their forces at Synada (740 AD)

“Tovtw t@ étel unvi Maiw tvductiwvog n)' émeotoatevoe LovAeipav v Popaviav év puoiaowv 0, otoatnyoig te &', wv I'apeo
Nyeito AoxiCwv €v pvplolg povolwvols Ta T AcLATIOOE YNG HEQN, Kal TovTov €xopevol MeAily kai BataA év diopvglolg immevot
TEQL TOV AKQOLVOV: Kol HETA TOUTOUG LOVAEIUAV €v éEakiopviolg mepl v tov Kanmmadokwv Toavov. AAA’ ol pev kata v Aclov
kat Kanmadoxiov mMoOAATIV GAWOLV AVIQDV KAl YUVALKOV KAL KTNVQV Ttotnoapevol ABAaBeic avéotoeav, ol d& megl tov MeAix
kal BataA év 1@ Akpoiv katamoAepun0évtec vmo Aéovtog kat Kwvortavtivov nrtdnoav. Kat ot pév mAelovg 6mAoig wAovto ovv
TOLG dLOLY AQXOVO LYV OKTAKOULOL OE OV paxNTal €€ avT@V MEOG €€ XIALAdAG EvoTtavTeg eig ZUvada katapeVyovot kail
daowBévteg ovvnpOnoav @ LovAeipav kat avékappayv eic Zvoiav. T & avt@ étet kal kata TV APk Vv ToAAoL Tag’ avTOV
WAOVTO OUV TQ) 0TEATIYOUVTL OVOHATL AAPAOKT V"

Theophanis Chronographia, ed. de Boor, C., vol. 1 (Lipsiae 1883), p. 411.14-28.
e) From a letter of the metropolitan of Synada, Leo, to Emperor Basil 11 (976-1025)

“.... EAatov Y& oV YewQyoDHEeV: TODTO KOLVOV TOIG AVATOALKOIG €Xope Aol 0lvov 1 kA0 fjuag ov didwotv, VPNANG Kol Tary Vg
Aaxovoa thg Béoews: avti EVAOL T Capldkw xowueda, 6meg €otiv émpeAeiag EElwbeloa KOOGS, TTEAY O KAl ATLLOTATOV Kol
dLOWdETTATOV T YO AAAt G0 VOOOUOLV 1) Uylaivovotv elotv émutndeta amo 100 Opaknoiov kat g Attadeiag kat avtg g
Baolevovong éoaviCopeBa.. . Koivov o0V pe peta dakploews Kal pr ouykeivng tolg mavta €Xovoy, & oUk EXOHEV, UNdE 0 pHéyag oov
VOUG Kal PACIAKOTATOS KAl DLAKQLTIKWTATOS AAOYWS (v €AoT) pé KLOT) ToedOEVOV Kol XOOTW Kal dX0EOLS: 0LdE YQ 01TodPpOQ0og
1 TV Zuvadwv xwoa, dAA& kotboddpog povov...”

Epistoliers byzantins du Xe siécle, ed. Darrouzes, J. (Paris 1960), pp. 198-199 (no. 43).

Theophanis Chronographia, ed. de Boor, C., vol. 1 (Lipsiae 1883), p. 411.14-28.

e) From a letter of the metropolitan of Synada, Leo, to Emperor Basil 11 (976-1025)

“.... EAatov y&Q oV YewQYOoDHEV: TODTO KOOV TOIG AVATOALKOIG EXOpe TAOL 0lvov 1) kA0 fjpag ov didwotv, DPNANG Kal Taxvng
Aaxovoa thg Béoews: avti EVAOL T Lapldkw xowpeda, 6meg éotiv émpeAeiag EElwbeloa KOOGS, TEAY U KAl ATLLOTATOV Kol
dLOWdETTATOV: T YO AAAt 60 VOOOUDOLYV 1) Uylalvovotv elotv émutndeta amo 100 Opakmnoiov kat TNg Attadeiag kat avtg T
Baolevovong éoaviLopeBa.. Koivov ovv pe peta dlakploews Kat pr ouykeivng toig mavta €Xovoty, & oUk EXOpeV, UNdE 0 pHéyag oov
VOUG Kal PACIAKOTATOS KAl DLAKQLTIKWTATOS AAGYwWS (v €AoT) pé KLOT) ToedOEVOV Kal XOOTW Kal dXVEOLS: 0LdE YaQ o1todPpOQ0og

1) TV Zuvadwv xwoa, AAAX kotBoddog povov...”

Epistoliers byzantins du Xe siécle, ed. Darrouzes, J. (Paris 1960), pp. 198-199 (no. 43).



